Prof. Christodoulos Yiallourides

“Cultural Diplomacy and National Identity: A Dynamic Relation of Interdependence in the Era of
Globalization”

National identity and nation-states were formed in the 18™ century based on the idea of 'one nation —
one state'. This idea was originally shaped on the belief that certain groups of people (communities) are
identified by a common historical tradition, a common language and a common racial (tribal)
background and was further mutated into 'a sense of belonging in a community'. This perception
shaped the politics of nation-states in the 20" century in the areas of foreign policy and cultural
diplomacy, where national interests were promoted through culture. In the era of globalization, this
process is being transformed in two ways. First, by influencing multi-cultural societies and second by
supporting the European and global cultural heritage
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